
 



 

 

 

 

POST EVENT REPORT 

 

 

 

International Seminar on 

 

Future Prospects of Human Security in Afghanistan 

 

 

 

On 

August 30th, 2021 

 



 

 

@2021THSI, Islamabad. 

All Rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in retrieval system, 

transmitted in any form or by any means; electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 

otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher. 

 

 

 

Report Supervised by 

Mrs. Iffat Pervaz 

 

 

 

Editorial Team 

Rida Asad 

Basit Burney 

 

 

 

Publication by: 

The Human Security Institute, Islamabad 

E-mail: contact@thehumansecurity.org 

mailto:contact@thehumansecurity.org


 

Table of Contents 

INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................................................5 

PROFILE OF THE GUEST ......................................................................................................................6 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE EVENT .............................................................................................................9 

Are Taliban and the Tribal Society Afghanistan Synonymous? .............................................................. 9 

By Ambassador Asif Durrani ..................................................................................................................... 9 

Afghanistan: Humanitarian Crisis .......................................................................................................... 10 

By Dr. Salma Malik .................................................................................................................................. 10 

Way Forward to the Prospects of Human Security in Afghanistan ...................................................... 11 

By Dr. Husnul Amin ................................................................................................................................. 11 

Historical Perspective of Human Security in Afghanistan .................................................................... 12 

By Brig. Mahmood Shah .......................................................................................................................... 12 

Future Prospects of Human Security in Afghanistan ............................................................................ 13 

Mr. Saleem Safi ....................................................................................................................................... 13 

Mr. Rafique Ahmed Qureshi .................................................................................................................. 14 

Vote of Thanks ........................................................................................................................................ 14 

GLIMPSES OF THE EVENT .................................................................................................................. 15 

 

  



INTRODUCTION 

 

In 21st century, the discourse on security has evolved along with the traditional concept of national 

security, the discourse on human security has gained equal relevance in which life, liberty, and 

dignity of individual are to be respected and ensured. While taking this into consideration, the 

challenges facing Pakistan in terms of human security are multifaceted. Pakistan is grappled with 

an immense challenge of water scarcity which ultimately threatens human security. Besides water 

issues, resultant food security challenges cannot be ignored either as it is the bedrock of human 

life, liberty, and well-being. Moreover, the state of basic education in the country craves attention 

as well. These indicators emphasize on reconsideration of the discourse on human security. 

Therefore, it is need of the hour to invest in the avenue of human security in Pakistan. In this 

regard, in line with the Government of Pakistan’s vision of a secure, progressive, and prosperous 

Pakistani society, it is believed that the time has come to talk about more devising, comprehensive 

and holistic approaches and policies for our people’s well-being. Henceforth, The Human Security 

Institute Islamabad is the first dedicated research-oriented organization of its kind that has been 

established to highlight the significance and relevance of the concept and practice of Human 

Security in Pakistan by honestly investing in research on the subject. 

  



PROFILE OF THE GUEST 

 

Ambassador Asif Durrani 

           

Senior Research fellow at IPRI 

He holds MA (International Studies &amp; Diplomacy) from (SOAS), University of London. He 

was Journalist from 1980-86 (The Muslim, AFP) and Joined Foreign Service in 1986. He held 

various diplomatic assignments in Pakistan Missions. He has also lectured in several national and 

international universities.  

Dr. Salma Malik 

           

Assistant Professor at Department of DSS, Quaid-i-Azam University  

She has over 25 years of teaching and research experience. Prior to joining QAU, she worked as a 

Research Officer at the Institute of Strategic Studies, Islamabad, from June 1996 to August 1999. 

She has also been on the Visiting Faculty list of institutions.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dr. Husnul Amin 

             

           

Executive Director at Iqbal International Institute of Research and Dialogue  

He has completed Fulbright fellow at the South Asia Center, University of Pennsylvania. His 

research project concerned the study of a new social movement on the Pak-Afghan border called 

the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement PTM. He has been awarded Fulbright Research Fellowship, 2019-

2020 at Stockton University, Galloway, N.J, USA. His area of teaching and research is wide and 

has contributed to different journals.  

Brig Mahmood Shah 

           

He has done (MSc) in International Relations. He has served as Director Military Intelligence 

Baluchistan Province 2000-2002 where he was Advising the federal and provincial governments 

on security aspects of the province bordering Iran and Afghanistan especially in the aftermath of 

9/11 and during the Afghan conflict. He has also served as Home Secretary Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

(KPK) and Secretary Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). He served in the national army 

upto the rank of Brigadier and in the process remained on various command, staff and instructional 

appointments. 

 



 

Mr. Saleem Safi   

         

Pakistani Journalist 

He is a journalist, columnist, and defense analyst. He is host of a prime time show Jirga. He has 

been closely looking at the issues in Pakistan, in neighboring and to the international issues. He 

has years of experience in the field of politics and international relations.  

 

Rafique Ahmed Qureshi 

 

Director-General The Human Security Institute  

Mr. Rafique Ahmed Qureshi is one of the founding members of The Human Security Institute 

(THSI) and is currently serving as the Director General of THSI. He has earned his Graduate and 

Master’s degree from Azerbaijan and Russia. Mr. Qureshi has also been a member of the National 

Security Workshop at National Defence University, Islamabad. He looks forward to promote the 

endeavors of human security in Pakistan through this think-tank. 

 

 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE EVENT 

Topic: 1 

Are Taliban and the Tribal Society Afghanistan Synonymous? 

By Ambassador Asif Durrani 

The tribal setup is different from that of the Taliban. Here in the tribal setup, the news travel from 

bush to the bush which is called Halawal which means that “the last we met until my arrival day”. 

The narrative of Americans being the invaders was not spread the way it should have due to their 

strong influence. President Trump has got Puppets in Afghanistan and that was used by the 

Taliban. It was seen that although professor Sattar Sirat was a favorite candidate in 2001-2002, 

still Hamid Karzai reached the government office over passing him and after that, Ashraf Ghani 

also got elected as there was no one against him. This happened after the two terms of Hamid 

Karzai as constituted by the United States having two terms only for the president. So basically, 

the Taliban were living under the poverty line and on the other side, America has given them 

350,000 munitions. After Ashraf Ghani fled, a vacuum was created and made it easier for the 

Taliban to occupy Kabul city. This time, the governance is different than that of 1999 as no one 

can point out fingers towards the Taliban in terms of humanitarian crisis under their power control. 

Similarly, no international media report is found against the Taliban. The Taliban have also created 

Amnesty for the general public. We can also stipulate it by seeing that the people like Hamid 

Karzai, Hikmatyar and the son of Ahmed Masood are living in Kabul and the Taliban are trying 

to bring reconciliation with them. Although in their previous rule, there were humanitarian crises, 

it is not being seen at this time yet. There are some footages which are deep fakes and thus, refused 

by the IT as they are not original. In a tribal society, we see that people are conservative and by 

conservative means that they do not want any amendment in their culture but they have this 

relationship with their culture so the rise of women was also taken a little offensive as their rise 

was bringing the women out in streets which are deemed inappropriate by the Taliban. It is quite 

clear that Americans have turned the table and accepted the credentials of the Taliban and allowing 

them to be in the power. The future of the government is yet to be seen. There is a possibility that 

the change in the behavior of the Taliban is temporary and on the other side of the people who are 

not satisfied they might also take up their arms showing the resentments. Thus, it would be crucial 

and the future seems hopeful but uncertain in this regard. 



 

Topic: 2 

Afghanistan: Humanitarian Crisis 

By Dr. Salma Malik 

Humanitarian consequences of any conflict are something that has to be given foremost importance 

as we see that war is a transformative exercise during this transition, the most vulnerable and 

exposed are the human beings. At the international level, there are peace accords to respond to the 

conflictual areas like the Geneva accords and the Doha accords. We see that Hilary Clinton said 

several times during the Geneva Accords that we are leaving Afghanistan in a lurch. The Geneva 

accords would not be people-centric but 9/11 was the reminder that in international politics, the 

main subjects are human beings.  When the Taliban 1.0 regime came into power a long way of 

suppression was seen which also hit the Burqa being perceived as part of suppression though it 

was part of their cultural attire. But as the suppression along many social lines in terms of women 

and children was observed, it has resulted in pseudo perceptions. In Afghanistan, when on 15 

August, the field was all empty for the Taliban to take over. They have taken control and amid this 

situation, there are two points to look into; the illicit economy running parallel to the civil conflict 

and the grass-root level development of civil society and governance.  

The Civil Society works in a bubble and it burst in Afghanistan. On the 12th of August, 2021 the 

experts and analysts in the world were standing on the point that the Taliban will take some days 

but within 72 hours they have taken control over Kabul city and that happened because they faced 

no stopping. The Afghan militia was so under power and weak that it has not been able to stop or 

create a hurdle for even some days. We have the example of Iraq that when the missionaries come, 

they come with their lines of agendas and they won't stand up for the state they are coming into. 

So, in the past two decades, the Afghan government has not stood firm and not taken its roots 

strong enough to cater for the challenges and the adversary like the Taliban. If the finances are 

stopped there would be a two-way result one, the Taliban would easily clear themselves by saying 

that they have done nothing wrong and second, there would be a strong adverse impact on civil 

society. Civil society will suffer in terms of education, health, women children etc. and the illicit 

economy will give birth to crimes and other unlawful activities.  

 



Topic: 3 

Way Forward to the Prospects of Human Security in Afghanistan 

By Dr. Husnul Amin  

Looking at the prospects of human security in Afghanistan there is a need to look deep into the 

historical context. The human security condition before 2001 was miserable there was warlordism, 

the disintegration of the USSR, different factions, having conflicts etc. Human misery and tragedy 

of all kinds are faced by Afghanistan from migration to food security and from freedom of living 

to freedom of choice etc. And also, a persistent conflict for a long time. Dangers of hope of 

restoration of democracy and improvement of living conditions arose. So, in the past two decades, 

the population of Kabul become more than double and the new city areas have also developed, the 

dams and the universities also formed. The university areas are mostly considered as the places 

which empowered people and give them liberating positions, we have seen the American 

University of Afghanistan and University of arts, also media, drama and music were given a little 

Liberty. The relationship here is the Conqueror and the conquest relationship in which the 

Conqueror defeat a state and then occupy it. This relationship will be legalized once people accept 

it. But store legitimacy in there is an issue of inclusivity then human security condition, economic 

and social services to a people health condition. So, these all conditions can be secured with 

legitimized government or institutions. Non-liberal interpretation curtails all kinds of freedom and 

the liberal interpretation of religion is unattainable.  

So basically, the modern State Building requires three things legitimacy, coercion and extraction. 

Legitimacy in terms of institutions, coercion for the groups formed to insecure the state and people 

and lastly, extraction capacity for the revenue generation and taxes. They are all interrelated and 

if these three things get secured, human security in Afghanistan can be achieved.  

 

 

 

 

 



Topic: 4 

Historical Perspective of Human Security in Afghanistan 

By Brig. Mahmood Shah 

The history, geography and culture are the three things that have been remained constant. The 

tribal society works on tribal codes but there is difference in terms of tribal codes and the Islamic 

principles. Islam ensures the security of human rights in life and property. The tribal codes on the 

other sides are different from that of the Islamic codes. The USSR invaded and it was great mistake 

as said by General Asif. The USSR was defeated but the institutions got weakened and anarchy 

was produced. The Taliban wanted to end this anarchy and they empowered to invade to restore 

human security.  

In addition to that, the people from all over the world came to Afghanistan on the name of Jihad 

and for those rivals who wanted to change the culture of the people of Afghanistan through force. 

There is an example of Amanullah Khan you need to modernize Afghanistan and for that matter 

asked his wife to come out without a veil and the people showed a huge resentment that finally 

ended with his death. Code to ensure human security is by their tribal traditional law and 85% of 

the population of Afghanistan give priority to their traditional law over Islamic law. Modernity is 

something that comes with a gradual change and the acceptability of people is a must. law and 

justice are something that has been deprived in Afghanistan as there are no courts but the Akhul 

decides when there is a conflict between two people or groups. Hence, it is important to understand 

that there is no military problem there is a social problem, political problem and having cultural 

dimensions as well. We have seen several experts explaining that it is not a military problem Raja 

it is a problem that is embedded in politics which is leading to social problems causing conflicts 

and insecurity of human rights.  



Topic: 5  

Future Prospects of Human Security in Afghanistan  

Mr. Saleem Safi 

Several debates are going through Pakistan about Afghanistan and the Taliban take over. But some 

issues have been neglected in the whole scenario. First of all, the celebrations that we see by the 

sympathizers of the Taliban in Afghanistan and Pakistan is a big issue in the future. As the test of 

America and the superpowers has now been ended and the test of Pakistan and Taliban has started. 

The challenges that the Taliban are going to have will firstly include an inclusive government as 

the leadership of Afghanistan have different approaches and the second one is economic viability. 

There is a different sort of definition for the inclusivity of the Taliban and that includes some 

representation from Uzbeks, Tajiks and Hazaras. In terms of the economy, it seems difficult for 

the Taliban to reach a point where their economy can compete for the international level. And the 

third one is the freedom of Women and Media about which there is resentment among the Taliban 

for their statement of giving liberty to the women to be on media and there is also the banning of 

music although there is a history of music and several musicians were staying in Afghanistan who 

are now fleeing off. The permission of women education and the usage of cameras, pictures and 

videos is something that the Taliban considered as favor given to the people whereas the 

international community considers is nothing.  

In addition to that, there is a possibility that the Taliban will reverse their policies as there is an 

example of the arrest of Shura leaders. In that scenario, there can be sanctions on Afghanistan that 

will impact Pakistan as well. What best happened for the Taliban is that the influence of India is 

decreased and the Taliban would not fight against TTP. Taliban like to call themselves an 

indigenous power having no historical or present influence from any state. On the other side, the 

powerful never accepts its blunders like America and Ashraf Ghani. Thus, Pakistan can be held 

responsible as the powerful have got cases to degrade Pakistan like Osama bin Laden, Mullah 

Akhtar and the statements like calling Osama as a martyr and like the minister of Pakistan said 

that Taliban will help Pakistan free the Indian occupied Kashmir. Hence, there is uncertainty in 

this whole scenario. As Taliban would like to be recognized by Pakistan. If Pakistan alone 

recognizes it, it would be a suicide and if not recognized, there would be resentment in the Taliban 

for Pakistan. Therefore, Pakistan needs to be cautious about the whole situation in terms of any 

statement, act or decision.  



 

Mr. Rafique Ahmed Qureshi 

Vote of Thanks  

I would like to thank all of the worthy speakers and participants of this conference who made time 

out of their schedule to discuss the ground situation in Afghanistan. After all the accentuation, it 

is discernable that no more emphasis is required on the given subject matter and The Human 

Security Institute hopes that the state of human security in Afghanistan would recuperate as the 

country has seen decades of war and turmoil and amid that lawlessness and political settlements, 

the Afghan civilian population has continued to suffer while each dimension of human security is 

compromised. This was quite a thought provoking and insightful session for which I would like to 

extend my gratitude to all the speakers once again, for enlightening us. 

Thank You! 

  



 

GLIMPSES OF THE EVENT 
 

  

 

 



  

 


